Life of Abraham ( The Friend of God

Lesson 7
No Child: Right Motive, Wrong Method



I.
Sarai’s Proposal (Genesis 16:1-4)

1.
How long had Abram & Sarai been in Canaan? (16:3)


2.
How old were Abram & Sarai at this time? (see 16:16 and 17:17)


3.
What had failed to happen after all these years that seemed vital to God’s plan?


4.
What was Sarai’s proposal to her husband Abram?


5.
What reasons did she give for suggesting this idea?


6.
From where might she have gotten this idea?


7.
Was her plan consistent with what they knew about God’s promises? (see 15:4)


8.
What does Abram seem to think of this plan?


9.
Did either Abram or Sarai appear to consult God about the plan?  Why or why not?


10.
Did the plan work? 


11.
How did Hagar’s attitude toward Sarai change after she conceived? (see Proverbs 20:21-23)


II.
Sarai & Hagar (Genesis 16:5-6)


1.
Where does Sarai put the blame for Hagar’s new disposition?


2.
What was Abram’s solution to this problem?


3.
What did Sarai do to Hagar?


III.
The Lord Appears to Hagar (Genesis 16:7-14)


1.
Where did Hagar go?  Where did she seem to be heading, and why?


2.
What command did the Lord give to Hagar? (9)


3.
What promise did the Lord make about Hagar? (10)


4.
What commands and promises did the Lord have about the child Hagar carried? (11-12)


IV.
The Birth of Ishmael (Genesis 16:15-16)


1.
What is the meaning of the child’s name?


2.
How old was Abram when he was born?


V.
Lessons


1.
What does this episode teach us:




About God and His mercy?




About the nature of the promises to Abram?




About the decision to send Hagar away?




About the “level” of Abram’s faith at this time?




About God’s use of our decisions to implement His plans for us?
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