Life of Abraham ( The Friend of God

Lesson 8
“Walk thou before Me and be thou perfect”



I.
Introduction

1.
Before Genesis 17, is there any explicit promise from God that Sarai would be the biological mother of the child of promise?


2.
In the thirteen years since the birth of Ishmael, who did Abram think was the child of promise?


3.
Is there any record that God communicated with Abram & Sarai during those thirteen years?


II.
The Covenant & The Sign (Genesis 17:1-18:15)


1.
With what new name for Himself did the Lord appear to Abram? (1)


What command did he have for Abram?



In what ways had Abram not been obeying this command?


2.
What covenant did God make with Abram in 17:2-8?



What things are “new” in this covenant?


3.
God changes the names of both Abram (17:5) and Sarai (17:15).



What did the old names mean?



What are the new names, and what do they mean?



What is the significance of the difference in meanings?


4.
God introduces circumcision as a sign of this covenant (17:9-14)



Who was subject to it?



When was it to be carried out?



What purpose would this practice have with respect to the covenant?


5.
Back in 16:10-12, the Lord made promises to Hagar about her and her son.  Very likely she would have shared the news of those promises with Abram & Sarai upon her return to them.  How might that account for Abraham’s reaction to God’s announcement that Sarah would be the mother of the child of promise? (17:15-17)


6.
What “substitute” plan did Abraham offer to God, regarding another child being born, this time to Sarah? (17:18)



What was God’s answer? (17:19-20)


7.
How did Sarah appear to learn of her role in the promise? (18:9-11)



What was her reaction, and what lie did she tell, trying to cover for it?


8.
What was to be the child’s name (17:19), what did it mean, and why? (17:17; 18:12)


III.
Lessons


1.
Abram thought he had God’s plan all figured out – at least according to human logic, but he soon learned that he had it wrong.  How do we fall into this trap today, both spiritually and in our daily living?
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