The Heart of the Matter:  The Christian’s Attitude

Lesson 2:  Ungodly Patterns of Thinking

1. Two Competing Attitude Shapers
Simply put, our attitudes will be formed by our respect for God and His word, or they will be molded by Satan.  This can be true even if we offer Satan no conscious service.  Acceptable at-titudes are those which conform to the will of God; all else is of the devil.

Jn 8:30-47 – Jesus has come from God to do His will among mankind.  The Jewish leaders (especially the Pharisees) opposed His teaching, His actions and His purpose.  This opposition gradually grew murderous, and Jesus confronts them in this passage.

1. What is the origin of the things spoken by Jesus?

2. Who did the Jews insist was their father?  If God were their true father, what would their 

    attitude be toward Jesus?

3. Who did Jesus say was their real father?  How are they connected to him?

4. Who hears God’s words?  Why did the Pharisees not hear Jesus?  

1 Jn 2:15-17 – John makes this same distinction but refers to anti-God sentiment as “the world.”  Thayer defines cosmos in this context as:  “worldly affairs; the aggregate of things 

earthly; the whole circle of earthly goods, endowments, riches, advantages, pleasures, etc., which, although hollow and frail and fleeting, stir desire, seduce from God and are obstacles to the cause of Christ” (p. 357).  This world has been so corrupted by Satan and is so much under his spell that this meaning of “world” is synonymous with evil.  Whose who are “of the world” or worldly are evil. 

1. How does John characterize this evil world (of his day or our day)?

2. Note the distinction in 1 Jn 4:4-5.  Who does the world hear? 

3. How is the world contrasted with God in Jas 4:4?

Mt 15:10-20 – The wicked influence of the world affects the way a man thinks.  It is not some outward corruption, like radiation poisoning, which compromises and destroys tissue upon contact.  Rather, worldliness is a subversion of the mind, the attitudes or heart of a man.  Vine says on the term “heart”:  “The word [kardia, jj] came to stand for man’s entire mental and moral activity, both the rational and the emotional elements.  In other words, the heart is used figuratively for the hidden springs of the personal life.  ‘The Bible describes human depravity as in the “heart,” because sin is a principle which has its seat in the center of man’s inward life, and then “defiles” the whole circuit of his action’” (p. 297, quoting also Hastings Bible Dic-tionary).  The Pharisees put so much stock in ritual or ceremonial actions while their hearts remained polluted.  Jesus addressed this mistaken notion in this passage.

1. What does Jesus mean when He refers to things that “proceed out of the mouth”?

2. What is the origin of such behavior?  

2. The Carnal Mind

The mind that is ordered according to the principles of this world instead of higher, spiritual principles is called “carnal” or “fleshly.”  This is a life that is “sensual, controlled by animal appetites, governed by human nature, instead of by the Spirit of God, 1 Cor 3:3 … having its seat in the animal nature, or excited by it, 1 Pet 2:11” (Vine, p. 89).

1 Cor 3:3 – How were the Corinthians still “carnal?”  How does a carnal mind act?

Rom 8:6 – Contrast the outcome of the carnal mind vs. the spiritual mind.

3. Demonic “Wisdom”
Further documentation of inward corruption comes from James.  The term “wisdom” is used in contrasting applications:  wisdom that is from above (Jas 3:17-18) and wisdom that has its origin in an evil realm (3:13-16).  Vine says of the term “sensual”:  “here relating perhaps more especially to the mind, a wisdom in accordance with, or springing from, the corrupt desires and affections” (p. 427).

1. What attitudes spring from earthly, sensual, demonic wisdom?  

2. What effect do they have?
