The Heart of the Matter:  The Christian’s Attitude

Lesson 4:  Christ the Pattern

1. Christ Lives in Me

The very essence of Christianity focuses on a Person:  Jesus Christ.  It is His sacrifice of Him-self that gives us life.  It is His perfect life that models what God always wanted from man, and was always disappointed.  It is His character in action that sets the example of how we should think of our Heavenly Father, of others, even of ourselves.  It is His authority and power that now holds sway over the universe and will call us to account for our attitudes and the actions that spring from them.  It is important that we see clearly and fully that our devotion is to a Person – Jesus, the Son of God and our Savior.

Gal 2:20 – This is one of the most comprehensive statements of personal commitment in the New Testament.  Certainly Paul saw Jesus as a real Person more clearly than any other, first as his enemy and then as his master.  When confronted with the enormity of his crime against the Lord, Paul turned his mind from rebellion to devotion (repentance).  

1. What is Paul’s mindset about his earthly life, ambitions, interests, etc.?

2. What motivates Paul to feel this way?

3. Compare this sentiment with 2 Cor 4:10-12.  What does Paul mean in this passage?

2. The Mind of Christ

Of course, it was Christ’s inward attitudes that caused Him to serve ungrateful men, exhaust Himself in caring for others, abide the flaws and foibles of His closest associates and forgive His murderers in the midst of the most heinous act ever committed.  In Jesus God models what He wants us to be.  Christians don’t merely give homage to a great man or collect a few tokens of memorabilia; no, we strive to reproduce His character in ourselves.  What attitudes of Christ are urged upon us in the following passages?

Ph 2:5-8 – “Let this mind be in you …”:

1 Pet 2:21 – “Leaving us an example …”:

1 Pet 4:1 – “Arm yourselves with the same mind …”:

Rom 13:14 – “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ …”:

Heb 12:2 – “Looking unto Jesus …”:

3. The Fullness of Christ

The goal of being Christ-like takes us far beyond merely trying to emulate a few admirable characteristics of Jesus.  No, what we have committed ourselves to is a lifetime endeavor of trying to be like Him in the totality of our character.

Eph 4:7-16:

1. What happened on earth as a result of Christ’s ascension?

2. What gifts were given unto the objective of “filling all things”?

3. What is each individual’s goal according to 4:13?

4. Who helps us reach this goal?

5. What is essential to the process of maturity according to 4:14-15?
