The Heart of the Matter:  The Christian’s Attitude

Lesson 6:  Attitudes Toward Satan

1. A Comprehensive View of Satan

Just as a comprehensive view of God should lead the reasonable mind to humility, reverence, gratitude and love, a comprehensive view of Satan should create revulsion, avoidance and a sense of danger.  So why do so many either ignore Satan or act with complete apathy toward this most evil and treacherous adversary?  Because Satan is more subtle and cunning than we give him credit.  He is quite content to dwell among man in anonymity, doing his dastardly deeds without drawing notice to himself.  In fact, he manages to convince many that God should get credit for all the evil he perpetrates.  Let’s take a closer look at the nature and character of Satan.

2. Designations

    A. Satan – This term is a transliteration of the Gk. term satanas.  

         1. Can you discover the basic meaning of this term?

         2. How is this designation apparent in the following passages:  Mt 4:10; Lk 22:3; Lk 

             22:31; Acts 5:3?  

        3. State in your own words Satan’s intentions toward you personally.

    B. The Devil – From the Gk. diabolos.
        1. What is the basic meaning of this term?

        2. How do you see this nature in action relative to:

            a. God – Gn 3:5:

            b. Job – Job 1:9-11; 2:4-5:

            c. What has been true of the devil from the beginning according to Jn 8:44;1 Jn 3:8? 

    C. Demons – From Gk. diamon: “’A demon,’ signified, among pagan Greeks, an inferior 

        deity, whether good or bad.  In the NT it denotes ‘an evil spirit’” (Vine, p. 157).

        1. Describe the conditions brought upon various ones in the NT by demon possession.

            (Even though actual demon possession doesn’t occur today as it did in Jesus’ time, it is

            an indicator of what kind of existence Satan wants to create for us.)

        2. Who does Paul say is behind idolatry (1 Cor 10:19-22)?  What is the result of eating a

            meal in an idol’s temple?

        3. Demons are also the source of what in 1 Tim 4:1ff?  

3. The Power of Satan and His Allies

The power of Satan MUST NOT be underestimated by God’s people.  The failure to take him seriously is the key to falling prey to him.  How powerful is this great adversary of ours?  HE HAS NEVER FAILED!  He has subverted, deceived and taken captive every morally respon-sible human being who has ever lived.  How dominant is he over the world?  Note what the following verses say about him:

1. Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11 –

2. Eph 2:2; 6:12 – 

3. How is the nature of our struggle against Satan described in Eph 6:10-18; 2 Cor 10:3-6?

Summary:  Satan is our powerful adversary.  The Bible portrays him as the enemy of God and man, and he is intent on gaining as many souls under his control as possible.  Unfortunately, loyalty to Satan makes one a rebel to God, and the price to be paid for such rebellion is eternal condemnation.  We are in a battle for our eternal welfare and destiny.  We must be aware of the enemy and learn his tactics lest we unwittingly fall under his control.

Questions:
1. How did Paul see Satan as an active force in his life (1 Thes 2:18; 2 Cor 12:7)?

2. What is Satan seeking to do according to the following verses:

    a. 2 Tim 2:26 – 

    b. 2 Cor 4:3-4 – 

    c. 1 Cor 7:5 – 

    d. 1 Pet 5:8 – 

    e. 2 Cor 2:11 – 

    f. 2 Cor 11:3 – 

3. By what process does Satan take us captive (Jas 1:12-16)?

4. What impresses/concerns you most about Satan?  

5. Describe the importance of being consciously aware of Satan in our everyday lives. 

