The Heart of the Matter:  The Christian’s Attitude

Lesson 7:  Attitudes Toward Others

1. An Overview

Obviously, the obligation to treat others in an acceptable fashion before God is too broad to be considered in a lesson.  Jesus summarizes the essence of the Law (actually any law from God, not just Mosaic Law) in two parts:  the first is to love God with the entirety of one’s be-

ing, “and the second is like it:  ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Mt 22:39).

Practically speaking, how we treat others will be a significant determinant of what kind of faith we really have and whether God considers that faith to be viable.  “He who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?” (1 Jn 4:20).

2. Negative Attitudes Leading to Misguided Judgment or Treatment

In one form or another, negative attitudes toward others tends to stem from an exaggerated emphasis upon self.  Our own insecurities, pride, lusts, etc. lead us to mistreat others.

    A. Partiality – Jas 2:1-4, 8-13.  What are the deeper attitudes behind favoritism?  How se-

         vere was Peter’s preferential treatment of his Jewish brethren (Gal 2:11, 14)? 

    B. Contempt for the weak in faith – 1 Cor 8:9-12.  How does the strong brother react to

        the weak brother who would infringe upon his “rights”?  How serious is causing a weak-

        er brother to stumble?  Who is the sin ultimately against?

    C. Envy – Envy is always associated with carnal attitudes  (Rom 1:29; Gal 5:21; Tit 3:3).

         Vine defines it:  “the feeling of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the 

         advantage or prosperity of others” (p. 204).  He further distinguishes envy (phthonos)

         from jealousy (zelos):  “’Envy’ desires to deprive another of what he has, ‘jealousy’ de-

         sires to have the same or the same sort of thing for itself” (ibid).  One can easily see what

         these attitudes lead to if allowed to go unchecked.

When we begin to see people as objects rather than souls, as rivals rather than allies, as our ser-vants rather than ones to be served, the carnal soil of our hearts is fertile for mistreatment.

2. Positive Attitudes Leading to Proper Relations
“Love your neighbor” is a broad directive that has many implications.  It involves the concepts 

of compassion, empathy, service – valuing others and elevating them in our estimation even when their treatment of us is less than ideal.  Jesus makes it clear what the ultimate goal is when speaking of treatment offered to our enemies:  “that you may be sons of your Father in heaven … you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Mt 5:45, 48).

    A. Brethren – What attitudes toward each other flow from the following verses?

         1. Ph 2:3-4 – 

         2. 1 Jn 3:16 – 

         3. Eph 4:32; Mt 18:21-35 – 

    B. A sinning brother – Sometimes love and consideration must be manifested in stern meas-

         ures in the attempt to save a brother from his sin.  Comment on the following verses:

         1. Gal 6:1-2; Jude 22-23 –

         2. Rom 16:17-18; Tit 3:10-11 –

         3. 1 Cor 5:9-13 – (Even in the matter of discipline, what attitude is to be manifested to-

             ward the brother [2 Th 3:15; 1 Cor 5:5]?

    C. Marriage – Sometimes the worst violations of proper attitudes happens in the privacy of

         the home.  The relationship that should be a haven, the mate that should be given the 

         highest honor and admiration is often the object of ridicule or disrespect.  Comment on

         the following, especially in regard to situations where one’s mate is less than ideal:

        1. Husband to wife – Eph 5:25-29; 1 Pet 3:7.    

        2. Wife to husband – Eph 5:22-24.

3. What Is at Stake

    A. What leads the inspired authors to say the following?

         1. That your prayers may not be hindered – 1 Pet 3:7.

         2. Neither will your Father forgive your trespasses – Mt 6:15.

         3. Beware lest you be consumed by one another – Gal 5:15.

         4. He has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever – 1 Tim 5:8.

         5. Is in darkness until now – 1 Jn 2:9.

         6. Is not of God – 1 Jn 3:10.

         7. Abides in death – 1 Jn 3:14.

         8. Does not know God – 1 Jn 4:8.

         9. He is a liar – 1 Jn 4:20.

       10. God will destroy him – 1 Cor 3:17.

    B. Clearly, our eternal welfare is tied up in our attitudes and treatment of others.
