Colossians and Philemon


Lesson 1:  Background and Overview
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          Jewish population, the content of Colossians seems aimed a Gentile audience.  
    B. Who started the congregation?  Apparently, a man named Epaphras, whom Paul considered
         a fellow-servant in the faith (Col 1:6-8).
    C. Did Paul ever visit there?  There has long been debate on this point.

        1. On Paul’s third preaching journey, after visiting the churches in Galatia and Phrygia, he

            came to Ephesus.  The main route would have taken him through Colosse, but Luke re-

            cords that Paul, “having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus” (Ac 19:1).

            This possibly refers to a route through the highlands north of Colosse.

        2. Paul indicates in Col 1:4, 8 and 2:1 that he is not personally acquainted with the con-

            gregation.  The church was likely started during Paul’s three year stay in Ephesus where-

            in “all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks” (Ac 19:10).

3. The Relation between Colossians and Philemon
    A. It appears that Philemon is a member of the Colossian church and that the church meets in
         his home (Phile 2).

    B. Onesimus, who is accompanying Tychicus in delivering Colossians, is called “one of you”

         (Col 4:9).  Onesimus is also a slave who is being sent back to Philemon by Paul (Phile 10-

         13).

    C. Archippus is mentioned in both epistles (Col 4:17; Phile 2).  He is said to have “a ministry”

         and is called “a fellow soldier.”  Apparently he is serving as an evangelist in Colosse, per-

         haps in the absence of Epaphras, who is with Paul during his Roman imprisonment.

4. Paul’s Concerns for the Colossians

    A. There has been much theological debate over the precise nature of the threat to the Colos-
         sian church.  Certain references by Paul seem to hint at Gnostic or Hellenistic tendencies,

         others to facets of Judaism.  One author comments:  “all the evidence points to the priority

         of Hellenistic thought patterns and the assimilation to them of Judaistic practices, reinter-

         preted in a Hellenistic way.  This means that it is not primarily Judaism being influenced by

         Hellenism, but rather, it is Hellenism being influenced … by Judaism” (Bradley, in Truth

         Commentary on Colossians and Philemon, Weaver, p. 297).

    B. Various warnings:

         1. Paul warns against any view of Christ that diminishes His humanity or deity.

         2. Paul warns them against being deceived, cheated or defrauded away from the truth.

         3. Paul warns against philosophies and traditions of men, Jewish practices, veneration of

             angels and falling back into the immorality of their former lives.

    C. He expresses his great love for them and confidence in them though he has never met them.

        Such is the bond between people who share the same Savior, worship the same God and 

        live according to the words of the same Holy Spirit.
Questions:

1. Who delivered Paul’s letter to Ephesus?

2. Where was Paul when he wrote Colossians and Philemon?

3. Who else is said to be with Paul as he writes both Colossians and Philemon?
4. Read through Colossians and fill in the following:
    a. List three truths about the deity of Jesus:

    b. List three truths about the sacrifice of Jesus:

   c. List three things about Paul’s love and concern for the Colossians.

   d. List three different ways Paul describes a Christian relative to his new spiritual life.
1. Colosse – The City





    A. Relatively small town in Paul’s day; 


         eclipsed by Hierapolis and Laodicea.





    B. On the main east/west highway from


         Ephesus in the west to major points 


         east.





2. Colosse – The Church





    A. Though the area historically had a large
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