Colossians and Philemon


  Lesson 11:  Colossians 4:2-6
Basic Concepts:  
1. Paul, toward the end of the epistle, stresses the need for prayer.  He counsels prayer in general, 
    then asks specifically for prayer on his behalf (Col 4:2-4).

2. Paul then directs the Colossians regarding their behavior toward outsiders (Col 4:5-6).  
Questions:

1. What two terms in 4:2 speak of the intensity of prayer?

2. What reference does Paul make to God’s providence in 4:3?
3. What personal concern does Paul have, and request prayers for, in 4:4?

4. What special care should we take when dealing with non-Christians?

Special Notes:

1. Qualities of prayer – 4:2:
    a. Continue earnestly – Prayer should be habitual; a part of the very fabric of life (Rom 12:12).  

        Too often, our prayers are cyclical.  Their frequency is determined by the situation rather 

        than by genuine affection for and intimacy with God.

    b. Being vigilant – The idea here is to be aware, conscious of what one is actually doing when

        praying.  It should not become an empty ritual, where mindless bead-counting or meaning-

        less repetition substitutes for heartfelt communication.  Prayer should take into account the

        realities of life:  threat, need, personal weakness, praise for God, life’s unpredictability, etc.

    c. Thanksgiving – This is the fourth time Paul has emphasized this outlook (2:7; 3:15, 17).  

2. Paul’s need for prayer – 4:3-4.  Paul certainly did not see himself as self-sufficient or solely in 
    need of God’s blessing and protection.  He leaned on fellow Christians – even ones he didn’t 
    know personally – to support and sustain him and to petition God on his behalf.

    a. A door for the word – 4:3.  Paul had a keen sense of God’s direction and purpose in his life.  
        Even now, he writes this epistle after several years in custody, and he seems fully aware of 

        God’s providence and completely content to allow it to hold sway.  

    b. As I ought to speak – 4:4.  Even apostles were not unaffected by the hostility of the world.
        He must speak without partiality, in truth and persuasively – even if the one to whom he is

        speaking holds the key to his chains.

3. Behavior toward outsiders – 4:5-6.

    a. Lifestyle:  walk in wisdom.  Take into account their differing values, objectives, motivations

       in life.  In what ways do Christians commonly violate the principle of wise behavior among
       non-Christians?

       1. 

       2.

       3.

    b. Opportunity:  redeeming the time.  “Redeeming” is a word from first century commerce  
        and literally means “an intensive buying, a buying which exhausts the possibilities avail-

        able” (TDNT, quoted in Truth Commentary on Colossians by Weaver, p. 585).  This refers

        to an attitude:  learn to look at each day for the opportunities it presents to model Christ be-
        fore an unbelieving world, speak to the lost about spiritual realities, take a stand in moral 
        issues of the day, etc.  

        Describe the spirit opposite to “redeeming the time”:

    c. Speech:  “always with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how to answer each

        one.”  This admonition recognizes each human as an individual person and each situation
        with its peculiar features.  People come from different points of the spiritual compass; they

        may be adamant atheists; some may be conscientious and sensitive while others may be 

        bitter and gruff.  Some antagonize; others are genuinely skeptical and confused.  Whatever

        the case, we must try to account for the person/situation and speak so as to give the hearer

        the best chance to understand godly principles.

        How do some violate this principle in religious discussion with others?

        1.

        2.

        3. 

        How might we excuse ourselves for not being careful in this regard?   
