Colossians and Philemon


  Lesson 12:  Colossians 4:7-18
Basic Concepts:  
1. In mentioning various fellow servants, Paul shows that he was not a “one man show.”  He de-

    pended upon others for both the effectiveness of his work and for spiritual encouragement.
2. He also demonstrates the love and care of others for the Colossians.  Greetings are sent to 

    them, and the extent of Epaphras’ deep concern for them is revealed.
Questions:

1. What would Tychicus and Onesimus relate to the Colossians?

2. What is significant about Mark as mentioned by Paul (cf. 2 Tim 4:11)?

3. What do Aristarchus, Mark and Jesus Justus have in common? 
4. What is Epaphras’ great hope for the church in Colosse?  How strong is this hope?

5. What do we learn about NT epistles from Col 4:16?

Special Notes:

1. Let’s note the individuals referred to by Paul:
    a. Tychicus – Also mentioned in Eph 6:21-22; 2 Tim 4:12.  He is “a beloved brother, a faith-

        ful minister, and a fellow servant in the Lord.”  A special bond developed between men

        who not only were fellow-workers in the kingdom but who were sharing in distress togeth-

        er.  Suffering with others not only adds strength but binds via strong emotion.

    b. Onesimus – Likely, given the references in the two epistles, the slave being sent back by
        Paul to his master, Philemon (cf. Phile 10).  Paul raises esteem for this man by referring to

        him as “a faithful and beloved brother.”  
    c. Aristarchus – A Thessalonian who becomes a trusted and valuable traveling companion of

       Paul (cf. Ac 19:29; 20:4; 27:2).  He is here called a “fellow prisoner” while in Philemon he

       is a “fellow laborer” (Phile 24).  Epaphras is referred to in converse terms (Col 4:12; Phile 

       23).  One commentator suggests that Epaphras and Aristarchus took turns staying with Paul

       in prison to attend to his needs (see Weaver, Truth Commentary, p. 595).

    d. Mark, Barnabas’ cousin – What a turnaround since this disciple was last mentioned (cf. Ac 

        15:37-40)!  Apparently he has matured both in spiritual stature and in not holding a grudge 

        against Paul for his harsh rejection.  Paul mentions traveling plans that will take Mark 

        through Colosse, but the nature of this mission is not revealed.

    e. Jesus Justus – Nothing more is known of him, but Paul speaks highly of his loyalty and 

       assistance rendered under difficult circumstances. 
    f. Epaphras – He “bookends” Colossians (1:7-8; 4:12-13).  
       1. He seems totally consumed by the welfare of the Colossians.  Such concern is intensified 
           when physically separated from those we love.  But Paul sees this love and concern 
           played out in Epaphras’ prayers:  “always laboring fervently” … note the intensity of 
           each word.  
       2. Epaphras (and Paul) want the Colossians to be “perfect and complete in all the will of 

          God” (cf. Col 1:9-11, 28).  The idea is not just amount of information but certainty of 

          what is true, thus inoculated against the false notions attacked in the epistle.

       3. His zeal is not limited to Colosse but extends to the nearby cities of Laodicea and Hier-

           apolis.  For perspective, if the Embry Hills area was Colosse,  Laodicea would be the east 
           side of Smyrna (the west side of the I-285 loop), Hierapolis would be up around the Ken-

           nesaw Battlefield and Ephesus would be near Anniston, AL.  It is assumed by many that

           Epaphras was instrumental in planting churches in Laodicea and Hierapolis, but whether

           or not this is true, he certainly had great affection for them – as we do for Christians in 
           neighboring areas.   

    g. Luke – Here only identified as a physician and a Gentile (by what method of reasoning do

        we know he was a Gentile?!).  He is one of Paul’s faithful companions, and from his work

        and travel with Paul springs the great history book of the NT church – Acts.

    h. Demas – At the time of writing, a faithful companion of Paul.  But Bible students are well
        aware of what happens later to Demas (2 Tim 4:10).  

    i. The brethren in Laodicea – Special greetings are sent to them via the Colossians.  No hint 

       yet of their coming lukewarmness as mentioned by the Lord in Revelation.

    j. Nymphas – A brother or sister who either hosts worship in their home (perhaps in the en-
       virons of Laodicea, or maybe elsewhere near Colosse) or a member of Laodicea who has

       a number of Christians in his/her household.

    k. Archippus – Another figure mentioned also in Phile 2.  A special charge is made to this 

        fellow servant to fulfill his ministry.  This is similar to what Paul will later write to Timo-

        thy (2 Tim 1:6-8).  We all need periodic reminding of what our lives and true work are

        about.  Apathy, complacency, distraction, frustration, etc. can deter us from concentrating

        as we should on the spiritual nature of our lives here upon the earth.

2. Paul directs an exchange of epistles in which we can see an early glimpse of circulation.  Paul

    knew the significance of what he was writing and his authoritative position as an apostle.  

    These letters were not merely circumstantial words of advice but divine counsel fit for wide

    distribution – from the present day even as far into the future as when the Lord returns. 
