Colossians and Philemon


Lesson 2:  Colossians 1:1-13
Basic Concepts:  
1. In Paul’s opening greetings he acknowledges the Colossians’ genuine spiritual conversion (by 

    the work/preaching of Epaphras).  Paul labels Epaphras a “dear fellow servant” and “faithful 

    minister”; i.e., he was a legitimate source of gospel truth (in contrast to the false teachers now

    plaguing them).

2. Paul prays for their continued spiritual growth which arises from the true knowledge from 

    God.  Again, Paul is directing them away from humanistic ideas about Christ (to be discussed

    in later lessons) and to the true concepts as he will present in this epistle.

3. Paul assures them of their real transformation from the power of darkness to the kingdom of

    Christ.  They have no need of some other secret knowledge, some additional deeper insight in

    order to be real Christians.  They are already God’s people by simple faith in Christ.

Questions:

1. Who is with Paul when he writes this epistle?  (Warning!  This is a “trick question”!  
    Investigate!)

2. What does he call the Christians in Colosse?
3. What terms and phrases suggest that Paul has not personally met these brethren?

4. How does Paul describe the expansion of truth geographically?

5. Describe the inner growth of the Colossians that Paul prays for.

6. Finish the phrases:

    a. God has qualified us …

    b. God has delivered us …

    c. God has translated us …

Special Notes:

1. Note the “triad” of qualities:  faith, hope and love (1:4-5).  Think of how hope undergirds faith 

    and love.

2. A.T. Robertson calls “all the world” (1:6) a “legitimate hyperbole.”  That is, the gospel has not

    been preached to every individual, but it has spread among the nations in a few short decades.

3. The cure for the threat of false teaching is:  know more truth.  There will always be false 

    notions to challenge the pure and often simpler concepts of truth.  The more truth we can

    learn, the better insulated we will be against error.

4. True knowledge (including wisdom and spiritual understanding) shapes both attitude and 

    action (1:9-11).  It “bears fruit” as it changes our thinking and behavior, making us resemble

    the character of Christ.

5. Note the connection between patience/longsuffering and joy.  This is a common theme in the

    NT:  joy is not merely the result of happy circumstance; rather, a deep sense of well-being is

    available to the Christian whether in trial or triumph.  Can you find another passage in the NT 

    where joy is mentioned amid suffering or hardship?

6. Paul uses the figures of light and darkness to describe the power of good and evil.  He uses the

    past tense – “He has delivered us from the power of darkness” – in order to assure the Colos-

    sians that nothing is missing in their spirituality.  These false teachers created a strong appeal

    by suggesting that they had special insight and understanding that would take the Colossians

    further into spirituality.  Paul says they are already where they need to be, and all they lack is

    continued growth in the gospel as presented by Epaphras and inspired writings.  What other

    source of knowledge were they to consider (Col 4:16)?
7. The kingdom of Christ was then in existence:  “and translated us into the kingdom of the Son

    of His love.”  This verse alone answers those today who claim the kingdom was never estab-

    lished but will yet be so in the future.  
