Colossians and Philemon


Lesson 3:  Colossians 1:14-18
Basic Concepts:  

1. Paul primarily speaks in this section about the unique and exalted nature of Christ.  He makes
    it abundantly clear that Jesus is of divine nature, is the creator and sustainer of everything 

    made, and all finds its continued existence and ultimate purpose in Him.  To fully appreciate

    his emphasis, we must remember the backdrop of false teaching which undermines the person 
    of Jesus.

2. Sandwiched around this sweeping vista of the nature of Christ are two verses that connect 

    Jesus with the spiritual creation – salvation and what it produced, the church.  Paul’s intent is

    to show the supremacy of Jesus in both the material and spiritual realms.

Questions:

1. In what two ways is salvation described in Col 1:14?
2. What do you think is the meaning of “image” in Col 1:15?

3. T/F  The term “firstborn” in Col 1:15 means first created one.

4. Explain in your own words the scope of creation that Paul describes in Col 1:16.

5. What is the ground of Christ’s headship over the church, according to Col 1:18?
Special Notes:

1. While it is difficult to precisely label the false teaching threatening Colosse, Paul’s positive 

    and negative teaching in this epistle does seemingly point to some Gnostic elements.  Some 
    basic tenets of Gnosticism (some of which more fully developed into the second century):

    a. “Knowledge” is emphasized (Gk. gnosis), particularly an advanced insight into Christ that

        did not come from the gospel but their own humanistic speculations.

    b. The material universe is inherently evil and could not have been directly created by God.  

        Thus, the idea arose that a distant “aeon” or lesser being was created by God to construct 
        the universe.  This has a direct bearing on Paul’s teaching about the nature of Jesus and His 
        role in creation.

    c. In one form or another, Gnostic sects believed Jesus was not really God, or did not really
        die on the cross, or that God temporarily inhabited the body of Jesus only to flee before the

        crucifixion.  Whatever the specific strain of Gnostic doctrine threatening Colosse, Paul 
        is seeking to clearly and unambiguously state the true nature of Jesus and to affirm that the 
        revealed truth on the subject is all Christians need to believe about it.

2. Col 1:14 and 1:18 both introduce interesting concepts:  this great Creator that He describes 

    also dies.  His blood provides the redemptive price for sin, and by His resurrection He ascends
    to a place of spiritual preeminence.

3. Other lofty descriptions of Jesus are found in John 1:1-18; Phil 2:5-11 and Heb 1:1-4.  

    a. On Jesus being the visible image of the invisible God, see Jn 1:18; Heb 1:3 (cf. 2 Cor 4:4).

    b. On Jesus being the creator, see Jn 1:3, 10-11; Heb 1:2.  Also what is clear in this description 

        is that the universe was not created by some aeon or “lesser being” who insulated God from 

        evil.  Jesus, the creator, was fully divine.
    c. Jesus created not only physical substance but the invisible forces and beings described as 

       “thrones or dominions or principalities or powers” (1:16).  Not only did Jesus create them,

        Paul will go on to say He has vanquished or subdued them (Col 2:15).

    d. Not only is Jesus the creator but He continues to sustain what He has made:  “in Him all 

        things consist” (Col 1:17); cf. Heb 1:3.

    e. And a final note about creation:  not only did Jesus bring it about, “all things were created

        through Him and for Him” (Col 1:16).  That is, the whole purpose for the creation finds its

        ultimate purpose and meaning in the person of Jesus.  This clearly an attempt by Paul to
        establish complete sufficiency in Christ, to establish the divine nature of Christ and to

        direct the Colossians (and us) toward Jesus and Him alone.

4. In the spiritual realm Jesus is “head of the body.”  This is a term frequently used by Paul to 
    describe the church as a living organism, not a lifeless structure but “living stones… built up a 

    spiritual house” (1 Pet 2:5).  This figure portrays a vital and exclusive connection between the
    individual members (organs) and the head (Christ).  While other passages describe the church

    as a body for different applications, Paul’s purpose here is to emphasize Christ’s authority 

    over it.

5. People are often more intrigued by the speculative or the imaginary than by the clear truth.
    The false teachers in the Lycus Valley, like false teachers in all ages, knew how to exploit this

    unstable curiosity.  Paul is trying to ground these brethren in the gospel truth about Jesus, an-

    gelic beings, hostile spiritual forces and true knowledge.  As it was true then, so it is true 

    today:  Jesus is the center of everything and we must remain completely focused on Him.
