Colossians and Philemon


Lesson 4:  Colossians 1:19-23
Basic Concepts:  
1. The death of Jesus was necessary and fundamental to God’s scheme of reconciling sinful men
    to Himself.  Paul repeats his assertion of Jesus’ fully divine nature.

2. Reconciliation was necessary because of the separation between men and God by sin.  Sin was

    the result of evil thinking and wicked actions.

3. The gospel, which presents the “nuts and bolts” of this scheme, must be firmly adhered to.  

    There is a danger for the Colossians, indeed for all Christians, to drift away from or be de-

    ceived to abandon the hope of the gospel.  All that is needed for reconciliation to God has 

    been provided.  The Colossians must tenaciously cling to these truths.

Questions:

1. What words in this section refer to the actual human form of Jesus?

2. What condition results from taking advantage of the death of Jesus?  In other words, what 

    blessings are enjoyed through Jesus’ sacrifice?

3. What does Paul affirm about the scope of the preaching of the gospel?  Where did he say

    something similar to this already?

Special Notes:

1. The term “fullness” in Col 1:19 places emphasis upon the deity of Christ.  Paul has already
    established this but reiterates it for the sake of silencing pre-Gnostic speculations.  A.T. Rob-

    ertson comments:  “The Gnostics distributed the divine powers among various aeons.  Paul 

    gathers them all up in Christ, a full and flat statement of the deity of Christ … All the divine 

    attributes are at home in Christ” (Word Pictures, Vol. 4, p. 480).

2. Reconciliation is a fundamental gospel concept.  See 2 Cor 5:18-20 for a more full statement
    of it.  Sin brought estrangement, disorder to God’s plan of making creatures in His image who

    would enjoy fellowship with Him.  To die in a state of estrangement or separation from God is

    to suffer eternal torment – the greatest tragedy that can befall man.  God had to do something, 

    for man was incapable of implementing a solution to this predicament.  This God did “through

    the blood of His cross.”  
    a. The terms “blood” (1:20), “body,” “flesh,” and “death” (1:22) all seek to establish the full

        humanity of Christ.

    b. The benefit of reconciliation applies to “things on earth or things in heaven” (1:20).  This

        could have several applications.  It may apply to souls already departed and awaiting in 
        God’s care for the ultimate sacrifice to be offered (cf. Heb 11:40; 9:15).  It may refer to the 

        fact that heavenly forces and human souls which have been at odds are now brought back 

        into harmony.  It may also be an exaggeration stating that there is no realm or life whatso-

        ever that cannot potentially be reconciled by Jesus’ blood, and that the only hope anyone 

        has of reconciliation comes through Jesus and Him only.   

3. The cause of sin is mentioned in 1:21:  “alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 

    works.” This is reminiscent of Rom 1:18-28 where Paul speaks of the pagan mind that will-

    fully rejected God and embraced idolatry and all that comes with it.  See also Eph 4:17-19.

    The only remedy for such a wretched state is education in the gospel and willful submission

     to it, including the acknowledgment of the sacrifice God provided for reconciliation – Christ.

4. Note again the emphasis on body/flesh in 1:22.  The Hebrew writer says something similar:

   “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death”

    (2:9); “sacrifice and offering You did not desire, but a body You have prepared for Me …

    by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once

    for all” (10:5, 10).  

    a. It is the death of that body that provides God’s ideal for man:  “to present you holy, and 

       blameless, and irreproachable in His sight” (Col 1:22).    

    b. This is reflected in Eph 5:27.  God is holy, and He can only fellowship those who are holy.

        Our holiness is attained not of our own effort or scheme but by accepting that plan that

        originated in God.  There are no “new, improved” supplemental plans for us to follow.
5. Col 1:23 underscores the concern of Paul in writing this epistle.  He is troubled at the prospect
    of the Colossians’ faith being undermined, of following some false notion that nullifies the 

    truth of the gospel.  
    a. Several words describe his desire for them:  “continue in the faith”; “grounded and stead-

        fast”; “not moved away.”  Compare Heb 2:1; 3:12-14; 10:26-30, 35-39. 
    b. In fact, we can be “moved away” by accepting doctrine which says we cannot be moved

        away (Calvinism:  perseverance of the saints or once saved, always saved).

