Colossians and Philemon


Lesson 5:  Colossians 1:24-2:5
Basic Concepts:  
1. Paul refers to his apostolic stewardship, attested by his hardship and suffering even for people
    he has never met.  There is an implied contrast between himself and the false teachers who 

    have their own interests at heart.

2. In various ways Paul declares the mystery of God revealed.  Apparently, the false teachers are

    asserting that there is still hidden knowledge that only they have discovered.  Paul denies this

    and affirms that God has made known all truth, and all men have access to it.

3. The goal of the revealed mystery and Paul’s role in communicating it:  “that we may present 

    every man perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col 1:28). 

Questions:
1. Find one other NT passage which teaches that the mystery has been revealed.

2. Paul calls himself a minister in relation to what two things (Col 1:23-25)?

3. Where is all wisdom and knowledge hidden?

4. What descriptive terms does Paul use of his ministry?

Special Notes:

1. The term “mystery” in the NT is always accompanied by the notion of “revealed” (or a similar
    term).  This might even be the “catchphrase” of the false teachers:  they know things hidden to

    others.  But Paul stresses that what was once hidden in the mind of God has now been made

    known and is available to all.
    a. Hidden from ages and generations but now revealed to His saints (Col 1:26; cf. 1 Pet 1:10-

        12).  God was at work throughout human history preparing for the full manifestation of His 

        redemptive plan.  The redemption has been provided, and Paul and others are in the process 

        of briefing the world on it.

    b. The riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles God willed to make known (Col 

        1:27).  There were hints in the OT that God’s future plans involved the Gentiles, but the

        specifics were unknown until clarified by the apostles (cf. Is 49:6; 60:1-3; Mic 4:1-2).  

    c. Attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the 

        mysteries of God (Col 2:2).  Paul assures the Colossians that this wealth of knowledge that

        stems from the very mind of God is of universal access.  He is working toward this very 

        end, to see that this knowledge remains within the public domain.

2. The goal is not knowledge for knowledge’s sake but that Christ would be in them (Col 1:27)

    and that they might reach full spiritual maturity in Him (Col 1:28).  Note the triplicate refer-

    ence to “every man.”  This knowledge is not just for the “initiates” but for all.  Further, it is

    not “corporate growth” that is stressed but individual progress and relationship with Christ.

    (Paul wrote more extensively on this in the Ephesian epistle – Eph 4:11-16).

3. The corporate aspect of this growth is “that their hearts might be knit together in love” (Col 

    2:2).  False doctrines often make inroads by turning Christians against each other, injecting a
    competitive spirit among brethren, causing doubt and suspicion to arise resulting in the ques-

    tioning or impugning motives (cf. Col 3:12-14).

4. Paul uses words such as suffering, affliction, labor, striving and conflict to describe his apos-

    tolic ministry.  But he never loses sight of the fact that the ultimate power behind his work is

    Christ (Col 1:29; cf. Ph 4:13; 1 Cor 15:10; 2 Cor 12:9-10).  This intimate union and fellowship

    with Christ even makes it possible for Paul to “rejoice in my sufferings for you” (Col 1:24).

    Can you find another NT reference to joy and suffering or hardship in the same context?


5. Paul mentions his conflict for the Colossians “and those in Laodicea” (Col 2:1).  What did the
    Lord fault the Laodiceans for some 30 years later in Revelation?  One wonders if these false

    doctrines are not the cause for later unfaithfulness.

6. Paul’s concern expressly stated:  “Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persua-

    sive words” (Col 2:4).  The NT gives several warnings along this line:  smooth words and flat-

    tering speech” (Rom 16:18); deceptive words (2 Pet 2:3); speak great swelling words of 

    emptiness/allure through the lusts of the flesh (2 Pet 2:18); idle talkers/deceivers (Tit 1:10).

    The antidote for this poisonous doctrine and the self-motivated teacher who promotes it is 

    a thorough working knowledge of truth.  

If a man possesses not this certainty – if the view he now cherishes differs from that adopted by him again – if what he holds today be modified or explained away tomorrow – if new impressions chase away other convictions, and are themselves rapidly exiled in turn – if, in short, he is “ever learning and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth,’ then such dubiety and fluctuation present a soil most propitious to the growth and progress of error.  And as the mental energy is frittered away by such indecision, the mind becomes specially susceptible of foreign influence and impression (Eadie, quoted in Truth Commentary on Colossians, Weaver, p. 406).
