Colossians and Philemon


Lesson 6:  Colossians 2:6-15
Basic Concepts:  
1. In Col 2:6-10 Paul recaps some previous points about the nature and sufficiency of Christ and
    couples them with more stern warnings against being led astray.

2. Paul then expounds upon the spiritual transformation that has occurred within the Colossians.

    He sets forth three principal results from the work of Christ:  a) forgiveness resulting in new

    spiritual life (2:11-13), b) the removal of the Law of Moses (2:14), and c) the defeat of prince-

    palities and powers (2:15).

Questions:

1. How does Paul define the “persuasive words” (2:4) that threaten the Colossians (2:8)?

2. Jesus is not only head of the church (1:18) but also head of what in 2:10?

3. Paul refers to circumcision “made without hands.”  What other spiritual realities in the NT   
    are made “without hands”?

4. What is the true power of baptism to establish new spiritual life (2:12)?

5. What must be removed in order to receive this new life?

6. How was the Law against or contrary to us?
7. In what act did Christ make public spectacle of the defeat of principalities and powers?

Special Notes:

1. Paul begins this section with an exhortation to continue in the way they had learned (Col 2:6-

    7).  This echoes 1:7, 23 which placed a stamp of approval on the teaching of Epaphras.
2. He then warns them not to fall victim to “philosophy and empty deceit” (2:8) and defines this 
    in three ways:  a) according to the tradition of men, b) according to the basic principles of the 

    world, and c) not according to Christ.  The specifics of these human-oriented doctrines will
    come later in chapter 2, but Paul has already been strongly hinting at speculations about the

    nature of Christ.  “Cheat” refers back to their deliverance from the power of darkness (1:13):  

    they are in danger of being taken captive again by the enemy having once escaped him.

3. Whatever special connection is being taught by the false teachers to the spirit world (princi-
    palities/powers), Paul asserts that Jesus is head over them all (2:10).  They are merely crea-
    tures; He is the creator.  People who are not satisfied with Christ will be distracted by angels,

    Mary, “ghosts” or other real or imagined creatures.  But these are all pointless speculations if

    one truly understands that “in (Christ) dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (2:9).

4. Beginning in Col 2:11 there does seem to be a distinctly Jewish element injected into the dis-
    cussion.  The only circumcision that now matters is a spiritual one, “made without hands,”
    that cuts away the sins of the past and our bondage to them.  Paul seems to affirm that the old

    Jewish rite is meaningless in view of this spiritual “operation” performed by Christ.

5. Paul then reiterates the role of baptism in the process of spiritual regeneration (2:12-13).  

    a. He adds to the metaphor of circumcision that of burial and resurrection (cf. Rom 6:1-6).  In 

       other words, there has already taken place within the Colossians a transformation, an inner 

       change in response to the gospel which had been preached to them.  

    b. To further emphasize the point, Paul affirms that this new spiritual life is from the power of 

        the same God who literally raised Jesus from the dead.  Point after point, Paul is driving 

        home the idea that what they have done is sufficient; there is no ritual or secret knowledge 

        that will make them any more acceptable to God.  All they need to do is to “walk in Him, 

        rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught” (2:6-7).

6. Note the completeness of the forgiveness:  “having forgiven you all trespasses” (2:13).  The

    blood of Jesus is complete, sufficient, copious – for the true penitent no sin remains.  

7. Another achievement of the death of Jesus was the removal of the “handwriting of require-

    ments that was against us” (2:14).  By what follows, the reference seems best understood of
    the Law of Moses.  Other passages speak of the curse or weakness of the law (cf. Gal 3:10; 2 

    Cor 3:6-11; Rom 8:3; Heb 7:18-19) and affirm that the law held men in sin (or in the case of

    the Gentile shut him out altogether).  When Jesus died, the Law of Moses was fulfilled in that

    it foreshadowed true redemption via the Messiah.  The shadow gave way to the true substance

    of the Son of God.

8. One final note of the accomplishment of the death of Jesus:  principalities and powers were

    defeated, disarmed and paraded as a public spectacle (per Roman triumphs of that day).  When

    did this occur?  As Jesus hung lifeless upon the cross, it appeared by human wisdom and ob-

    servation as if the demonic spirits and their master, Satan, had won.  Throughout human his-

    tory death had the last word, but not this time.  The blood that ran from Jesus’ body, for which 
    Satan had thirsted, became the cleansing agent that freed mankind from his power.  Satan 
    apparently could not foresee this outcome.  All the hatred, lying, slander, plotting, betrayal, 
    pride, covetousness, jealousy and other evil intentions that swept Jesus toward the cross were 
    overcome in Jesus by His resurrection.  God made a mockery of evil and sin and death when 
    Jesus was enthroned on the cross, and He confirmed this when He elevated Jesus to His right 
    hand.  Why, then, become enamored with these defeated beings?  Why the curiosity?  Why the 
    speculation?  Such pointless speculations only serve to distract the Colossians from Him who

    really matters – Christ Jesus the Lord (Col 2:6). 
