Colossians and Philemon


  Lesson 8:  Colossians 3:1-11
Basic Concepts:  
1. Paul now turns to the true implications of having spiritual life.  It does not consist of outward
    rules and regulations “which are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh” (Col 2:23).

    It does consist of developing a heavenward orientation which rests on faith in the unseen reali-

    ties of that realm (Col 3:1-4).

2. Thus being oriented correctly, the Colossians are directed to the legitimate task of fighting 
    against sin and immorality, things that genuinely corrupt the soul and disrupt relationship with

    God (Col 3:5-11).

Questions:

1. Where did Paul earlier in this epistle mention being “raised with Christ”?

2. Our thinking may be oriented to what two different realms?

3. What great blessing will come to Christians when Christ appears?

4. What horrible fate awaits those who are guilty of the sins mentioned in Col 3:5?

5. What image is restored in the spiritual new man?

Special Notes:

1. Paul continues to use the figures of “death” and “resurrection” to describe the spiritual change

    that takes place within a saved person:

    If you died with Christ – 2:20       (  Raised with Him through faith in working of God – 2:12
    For you died – 3:3                         (  Made alive together with Him – 2:13
    Put to death your members – 3:5  (  If then you were raised with Christ – 3:1

2. Two thoughts are suggested in these figures:  a) There is a definite past time/act in which the
    Christian enters a saving relationship with Christ, and b) there is an ongoing battle to mature    

    into the spiritual person God would have us be.  

3. Crucial to successfully waging this battle is our focus:  we must “seek those things which are 

    above, where Christ is” (3:1).  The Christian must “set (his) mind,” i.e., his affections, con-

    scious thoughts, intentions, awareness, on the person of Christ – His rule, His life-giving 

    power, His spiritual headship.  

4. The promise of shared glory with Christ is almost beyond comprehension.  Yet it is a promise

    repeated several times in the NT:  cf. Rom 8:17-18; Phil 3:20-21.

5. Contrasted with glory which awaits those who have life in Christ (3:4), wrath is coming to 

    those who manifest life that is characterized by this world.  Paul here may have in mind one

    sect of Gnosticism that believed fleshly indulgence had no effect on the soul.  He emphatically 

    disagrees.  Some “members which are on the earth”:

    a. Fornication/uncleanness/passion/evil desire (3:5) – Paul encompasses the whole realm of 

       sexual and sensual passions that give rise to corruption, treachery, debauchery and animalis-

       tic lifestyles.

    b. Covetousness/idolatry (3:5) – Those whose minds are concentrating on earthly possessions
        and accumulation will sense their uncertainty.  Insecurity and exaggerated pleasure in tangi-

        ble things will lead to an insatiable quest for them.  That which commands our passions and

        evokes our ambitions at the expense of God’s will becomes an idol to us.

    c. Anger/wrath/malice (3:8) – Whether inflamed by the moment, or afflicted with settled in-
        dignation, whether genuinely wronged or unintentionally injured, the Christian must act in

        measured, deliberate ways.  The desire to harm, to vindicate oneself, to inflict pain, to de-

        mean another will only rebound against us as God finds such behavior unbecoming.
        Question:  According to Jas 1:19-20, what does wrath not accomplish?

    d. Blasphemy/filthy language/lying (3:8-9) – The previous disposition often gives rise to 

        speech that dehumanizes both the speaker and the hearer.  Blasphemy means to speak injur-
        iously of men or God.  Filthy language would include profanity, abusive terms, morally cor-

        rupt references (as are so often used in scorn or slander).  Lying comes in a variety of 
        forms:  outright untruth, exaggeration, false promises, subtle word games that lead to the 
        wrong conclusion, etc.  It can be petty or involve serious, substantive issues.  Lying is in-

        sidious; it can afflict us without our realizing that the truth has been compromised.

6. Note that “put to death” (3:5) is equivalent to “put off” (3:8-9) and its opposite, “put on” 

    (3:10).  “Put off/on” refers to clothing, to strip oneself of that which adorns (and even defines)

    him and to replace it with something wholly different.  
7. “Knowledge” and related concepts have been key terms in Colossians (1:5, 9-10, 23, 26-28; 

    2:2-3).  The new spiritual man that God enables us to become (3:10) is patterned after our 

    Creator.  It is knowledge of the gospel that directs us in this path, and this transforming know-

    ledge is available and applicable to all men equally (3:11).    

