Colossians and Philemon


  Lesson 9:  Colossians 3:12-17
Basic Concepts:  
1. In contrast to “putting off” or “putting to death” the old man (Col 3:5-9), Paul now briefly de-
    velops the opposite:  what is involved in “putting on” the new man.  Since the basic analogy is 

    to change clothes, we may picture a Cinderella, one who is no longer a slave or peasant but 

    who has been taken by a prince to be his princess.  She dresses accordingly, taking off the 

    dirty, unbecoming rags and being fitted with radiant, royal garments which enhance her beauty

    and reflect her regal status.  So the Christian must dress him/herself.

2. The personal qualities mentioned by Paul and the mutual activity of worship are directed to-

    ward one overriding goal:  to foster unity and brotherhood among the believers in Colosse.  

    Obviously, one great concern about the influence of the false teachers is the fracturing of the

    body.  This is often the result when saints get caught up in some self-centered doctrinal ab-

    erration.  Self-righteous individualism replaces humble submission, leading to friction, over-

    heating and eventual meltdown of fellowship.
Questions:

1. How many references are there to deity in this section?

2. What is the standard of being willing to forgive others?  Where does Jesus teach this?

3. What is the crowning quality mentioned by Paul, the “bond of perfection?”

4. What role does singing play in fostering unity and good will among brethren?
5. What concept is mentioned in Col 2:7 and 3:15, 17?  What does repetition indicate?

Special Notes:

1. Paul calls the Colossians “elect of God, holy and beloved” (3:12).  He has earlier called them
    “saints and faithful brethren” (1:2), “partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light” 

    (1:12), “holy, blameless and irreproachable” (1:22), “made alive” (2:13), etc.  There is both

    confidence and responsibility in these descriptions.  Paul is seeking to instill a settled identity 
    within them and to motivate them to the highest possible calling as God’s children.

2. Rather than look inwardly in pursuit of higher spiritual consciousness (via meaningless ave-
    nues already discussed), Paul encourages them to adopt principles that concentrate on the 

    welfare of others.  Many things Jesus did and taught were for the purpose of getting men to

    quit thinking so much of themselves and enlarge their affections for their brethren.  

3. Note the contrast of the “old man” and the “new man” in the following chart:

                         Old Man                                                                  New Man
     Fornication/Uncleanness/Passion/                             Tender Mercies/Kindness/Humbleness

                        Evil Desire                                                   of Mind/Meekness/Longsuffering

               Covetousness/Idolatry                                           Bearing with One Another/

                                                                                                Forgiving One Another

       Anger/Wrath/Malice/Blasphemy/                               

                                                                                  Put on Love/Peace of God/Thankfulness

               Filthy Language/Lying                   


4. Part of the process of “putting on the new man” is what one allows to “dwell” within him.
    Paul says that we should strive to adopt the above characteristics, then that “the peace of God

    rule in your hearts” (3:15) and “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly” (3:16).  Again, 

    true spirituality is not in treating the body severely or hyped up emotionalism that fancies one

    to have visions or even transportations into heavenly realms.  No, true Christianity is more 

    “boring” than this:  it means to do the hard work of becoming a different person with new at-

     titudes, new outlooks, new goals, new relationships with others.  This is unglamorous, hard
     work, but the rewards are out of this world!

5. Interestingly, Paul places a great deal of significance on singing together for the purpose of
    “teaching and admonishing one another” (3:16).  He could have added other activities, but for

     reasons that are uncertain he singles out this element of worship.  Evidently God considers 

     singing to be a valuable tool in fostering unity and loving instruction, but to many Christians

     today singing seems to be either a dry, formal ritual or an unpleasant form of self-torture.  But

     we must come to see singing for the spiritual value it possesses and get away from the “per-

     formance” aspect of it.  

     Question:  What is to be sung?  

     Question:  What makes it an act of worship?

     Question:  What is the significance of the heart in this process (cf. Eph 5:19)?

6. As a summary point to all Paul has said thus far, he urges the Colossians to make the example,
    character and authority of Christ the be-all and end-all of their faith and practice (3:17).

What will these lead to?
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